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herself too deeply in Poland, he secured Khrushchev's approval to the
new order of things.
In the last two or three years, however, under Russian pressure the
Communist Party has to some extent tightened its grip over Poland again.
The Workers' Councils, set up spontaneously by the workers in 1956,
have been deprived of all influence and completely subordinated to the
Communist Party. Every aspect of the worker's life and even his leisure
is now under the control of the Party. Wages are fixed by the State; there
is relentless pressure on Stakhanovite lines for the continued increase of
production norms and the trades unions have no power whatsoever to
protect the interest of the worker. Amongst the agriculturalists too, dis-
content has been rife, particularly since the price paid to the fanner for
meat was lowered in 1959* He responded by decreasing supplies and the
resulting meat shortage led to an all-round tightening of economic
control
Writers and intellectuals, who rejoiced in new-found freedom in 1956,
have been sharply reminded of die limits which they must not transgress.
Censorship was reintroduced and then intensified. Authors have been
told that they have no right to criticize 'the building of socialism and
action has been taken against revisionists'.
The Catholic Church too, has encountered greater difficulties than
seemed likely just after the uprising in 1956. The millenium of the
conversion of Poland to Christianity is to be celebrated in 1966 and the
campaign of moral regeneration inaugurated by Cardinal Wysznsk in pre-
paration for that great event has created considerable alarm in the minds
of the Communist authorities, who are well aware how deeply Catholic
Poland resents the Communist regime. Religious instruction in school
time is now forbidden, priests have been harshly treated by officials
in many places and altogether the relations between Church and State
are again uneasy.
In the sphere of foreign relations Poland has been brought very firmly
under Russian control, and while there is evidence that the Polish people
look to the West rather than the East, the Government itself joins
Khrushchev in his denunciation of the democracies,
Poland has not enjoyed the freedom of which many dreamed in 1956,
but on the other hand she does not suflFer the unqualified tyranny which
is so evident in some of Russia's satellites.